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THE TRUTH AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH CONCERNING THE 
SCAUMONT FIELD AND OTHER SOUTHWESTERN OIL FIELDS. 


veka BEAUMONT, TEXAS, U. S. A., MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1902. 


SPINDLETOP HILL FIRE. 


Es: ~ates Place Property Damage at 
$30,000, and Loss of Produc- 

tion at $160,000. 

essness on the part of a 

who carried a lighted 

his hand while making 

tion of a wooden settling 

civen as the cause of a dis- 

hre which visited Spindle- 

ast week, raging for two 

-s and consuming $100,000 

il, machinery and equip- 

spectacular feature of 

as the ignition of a flow- 

the property of the Flora- 

| Company, situated in the 


! tern part of block 32 of 
t! Ward subdivision. Twen- 
t erricks, fifteen or more 

rigs, one 37,500 barrel 


st one 1600 barrel steel 


~ tank and a dozen or 


n len settling tanks, were 


ne spot in the field be- 


<) nmediate locality in which 
th started—the north-west 
corn i the Keith-Ward subdi- 
visicr suffered. This one spot 
was Higgins property, adjoin- 
ing one Star & Crescent and 
act street—Spindletop ave- 
nue 


the Heywood lease. In 


oI ner which has not been 
ext & 37.500 barrel storage 
tank on the Higgins property, lo- 
Cater than 1200 feet from the 
point re the fire started, became 
ignited It was filled with fresh 
oil—< say the oil was running 
Over the sides of the tank. The 
tank contents were destroyed, 
- four 1200 barrel wooden set- 
ting tay 


ks on the Higgins proper- 
ty near th: 


Sumed 


big tank were con- 
with their contents. The 


theory advanced to account for the 
large tank catching fire is that a 
spark or piece of burning canvas 
from one of the derricks in the 


_Keith-Ward subdivision, fell on the 


tank. There was no breeze stirring 
at the time, however, and this hard- 
ly explains the matter. 

An employe of the Lone Star & 
Crescent Company states that the 
Higgins tank caught fire as the re- 
sult of a misstep by a watchman on 
the premtses who fell with a lighted 
lantern in his hand. 

MR. CULLINAN’S 
EFFECTIVE WORK. 

Credit for the very effective work 
which caused the fire’ before the 
enc of the first twelve hours after 
it had started, to be confined to the 
one well and a tank near it, and the 
large Higgins tank, must be given 
to J. S. Cullinan, president of the 
Texas Company and an oil man of 
long and varied experience in the 
Corsicana, Texas, and Eastern 
fields The fire started at 11:40 
o'clock Thursday evening, Septem- 
ber 11, and the next morning Mr. 
Cullinan was appointed supervisor 
of the field by District Judge Mar- 
tin. He was empowered to hire as 


many men as he desired and was 


_also authorized to appoint 50 armed 


députies to guard the hill in case 
the flames had spread. 

Mr. Cullinan worked without 
cessation forty-eight hours, taking 
time to rest only after steam lines 
had been laid to the burning well 
from i3 boilers, and a test had been 
made, demonstrating the absolute 
certainty of extinguishing the blaze. 
At 11:45 Saturday night—almost 
exactly 48 hours after the well 
caught fire, the steam was turned 
onto the column of fire, which suc- 
The well 


cumbed in an_ instant. 
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was allowed to ignite again because 
it was deemed inadvisable to risk 
shutting it off at night after it had 
been extinguished. 

Mr. Cullinan gave orders to have 
steam up at g o’clock Sunday morn- 
ing and for the first time since 
Thursday mght went home to rest. 
After all preparations had been 
completed for extinguishing _ the 
fire, and after its subjection had 


been positively assured, nature 
cheated the fire fighters of their 
victory, for at 3 o'clock Sunday 


morning the well, of- its own ac- 
cord, ceased to gush. There was 
a line of three inch pipe in it and 
the theory is that the well chocked 
Another ex- 
planation of the sudden stopping 


up at the bottom. 


of the flow, but one that is not gen- 
erally credited, is that the flow of 
oil became gradually heavier, final- 
ly growing so heavy that the gas 
pressure was not sufficient to raise 
it to the surface. 

After the well died out an exam- 
ination was made and no gas could 
be detected. After spending two 
days and nights in the field, Mr. 
Cullinan felt the gas from the var- 
ious wells keenly and _ before 
starting for Beaumont, after giv- 
ing final directions to his men 
Sunday morning -he was com- 
pelled to tie a handkerchief over 
his eyes to protect them 
from the light. His eyes were 
swollen and his face and hands 
scorched by the intense heat 
to which he had been subjected 
when fighting the fire with water 
lines from behind corrugated iron 
shields. 

WHEN THE FIRST 
ALARM WAS GIVEN. 

Excitement reigned in Beau- 

mont when the first alarm was 
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the twtion line were rae } 
e s ' Lt mes were S« arranged 
? ; > 
hat was possible to pump the 


tamk , eare af T¢ 1h SSi 
la lancer } t - | 5 
hie lange ¢ the « ther argt tank 
. 7 e 
at the south end f the Hevwox rd 
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ease I le while the Hey- 
voor ease eau nt was practi 
ally 4 } 
iy TY?11 rin ianwer 
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Manager Wallis of the Higgins 


company took every precaution to 
+ Q 2 “3 or 
prevent the flames from licking up 


ms pumping station. It was some 
he could 


ul get steam up 
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ect mht this at Vhen the extra men on 
< on ‘ 
nes thout began to buck tn the traces 
es : , _ ] 
ht w HNowed the them the mot act in firm lancuage, 
p ree Pes me ind the work of protect: the 
; rand field was delaved only a \v few 
nwtes l_ evees wefre thr up 
] sides of the’ barnin; § 
WITH 1 
tertyt We s the 
AVERTED ul ap 
s | War subdivision ich 
! ing and which had ht 
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Te extinguished, AS 
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} &: t ‘ u? + nt th rized detail 
, 3° 
j { tea ’ pumping 
mpin rig 
ar Drummond ‘ 
> ( ! : station ; 
‘ . ind two wells Zz 
14 1 
g ra’ ‘ smas ‘ | 
\\ ( ‘ nr ¢ f f ¢ CANA Ime ted} two wells 
¢ Tw ne fi " , et oy RI 
Olt Company. one steam-head, two tanks - 
Britton ne team-head Al ? ‘ tay ¢ >} 
Gu fin yn we rig part iT 1,000 
Luck Oi! Co.. one we unri a 4) 
) «& Marketing Co one standar ; rig being erected 


we of E 


one 


Stribbling 


Beaumont 


Total 


at 
figures 


for 


H 


nh 


Oil 
tanks 


the 


two 


Young 


pumping 


t Oil 
drilling 


damage 


and 


actual 


the 


days, 


to 


loss 


Friday 


wells 


Company, two 


“ 


rg 


drilling 


x rigs 


drilling rig 


& Oil Company, damage to well and derrick 
Company 


damage to well and rig 


not included in above list 


there must be added to the 


production of twenty wells for a period 
of 40 to 60 days, or about$ 25,000: also the 
field 


production of the en- 


and Saturday, during which 


all pumping rigs were shut down. or about $35,000. This 


with the actual property” leas makes a total of 


$80), 400 


$240,400 


to 


tty) 


Oe 


to 


on 


Ane 
HOW 
500 
1,000 


19,000 
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DANGER PAST 
SUNDAY MORNING. 


\ll night Friday the  cease- 
vigil was kept up by the 
isor and his assistants. 
lapse of the big Hig- 


tank was feared and it 


watched on all sides. Sat- 
was spent in laying water 
nd making preparations to 
the burning well. At 11:45 
vas made, which was satis- 
in every respect, the flames 
to the steam instantly. 
evening the big Higgins 
| in, and the boiling — oil 
ut, extending over two of 
es and igniting four wooden 
tanks. These burned in 
rder. 

morning, after the well 


! out, the only fire remain- 





'NS COMPANY’S_ ESTI- 
MATE OF ITS LOSS. 
Reaumont, Tex., Sept. 13. 
estors’ Journal, City: 
emen:—Replying _ briefly 
inquiry as to damage to 
cr of this company will 
at we lost large steel 
® which was insured, 
the contents, of which 
only a small part, as most 
il it contained was for 
mpanies for which we 
ading and piping. This 
ntained 37,000 barrels of 
approximate value of 


lost one steel meas- 
nk of 1600 barrels capac- 
value of $1500. 

ition to this we have lost 
rable pipe line, fittings, 
ind around the tank where 
to the fire. 

would say that the loss 
on our property will 
to $22,000 or $23,000, 
however, as stated, is an 
and may vary some 
ret the actual figures 


} 


fire will not interfere with 
ling and shipping of oil, 
fortunately saved our 
station, loading racks, 
rs truly, 
Higgins Oil & Fuel Co., 
By-l. L. Donnelly, Secretary. 
‘After this letter was written 
four wooden settling tanks of 
1200 barrels capacity 
fated upon the Higgins property, 
Were burned, with their contehts. 
Estimating their value, with the 
Oil, at $7,000, the total loss on 
the Higgins property will reach 
about $20,000.) 











each, lo-J— 
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ing was confined to the bed of the 
big Higgins tank. This was smol- 
dering, and making a heavy smoke, 
but the fire had about spent its 
fury. Later in the day it, too, died 
out and marked the ending bf a 
fire which, at first, promised to eat 
up all the oil above ground and all 
the buildings and derricks on 
Spindletop. 

A remarkable fact in connection 
with the fire is the absence of cas- 
ualties. The only man who was 
hurt was the watchman who peered 
into a settling tank with a lighted 
lantern in his hand. His face and 
hands were badly burned, but he 
made himself scarce and not even 
his name was obtained. 

A plan is now on foot to build 
four fire stations on Spindletop, 
and keep men constantly on the 
watch for fires. It is believed that 
the recent fire could have been 
averted if the proper apparatus had 
been at hand when the first tank 
caught fire. 

The cost of putting out the fire 
This ex- 
pense will bx prorated among the 
companies operating on the hill and 
will be collected through Judge 
Martin of the District Court. 
ESTIMATING 
THE LOSSES. 

In another column will be found 
a table of estimated losses. The 


heaviest loss, of course, will be in 


is estimated at $5,000. 


the loss of production. The Brice 
Companies (Star Petroleum Com- 
pany) had just finished equipping 
their wells with steam heads, hav- 
ing installed eight of the most mod- 
days of 


ern type. Two. entire 


production were _ lost through- 


out the hill, inasmuch as_ the 


safety committee required every 
pumping rig shut down while the 
fire lasted. Figuring the loss on a 
conservativ basis, the cost to the 
various oil companies as a result, 
was not less than $125,000. 
The cost to the 
panies which had property in the 
a block about 270 by 


145 feet—as a result of the loss of 


twenty com- 


burned area 


their equipment, and consequently, 
their production, will not be less 


than $35,000. 


ROTTEN YELLOW SLOP. 


__ 


Inane Attempt of the Putrid Chicago 
American to Make the Spindle Top 
Fire a Second Mont Pelee. 


The following dispatch appeared 
in the Chicago American of Sep- 
tember 12. It is a foolish, fakey 
fabric of lies, strung together to 
satisfy the craving of Chicago 
American readers for their daily 
sensation. In all probability it was 
written in the American office at 
Chicago by some $12 a week filth 
sputterer, while he inhaled the 
smoke of a twenty-for-five cigarette 
and dreamed this pipe dream: 


Special to the Chicago American. 
Beaumont, Texas, Sept. 12, 3 a. 


m.—Spindle Top hill, with oil wells 
and tanks valued at $300,000,000, 
is being destroyed by fire, the origin 
of which is still in doubt. It is 
said to have been caused by the 
overturning of a lantern. 

The Keith-Ward Company's im- 
mense storage tanks, filled to the 
brim with crude oil, have exploded, 
scattering the fire broadcast. 

Heywoods’ well and tank, the 
largest on the tract, is located near 
where these tanks stood and it is 
feared nothing can save them from 
destruction. ; 

The smoke and gas is so dense 
that no one can approach the spot. 

Fire fighting facilities are limit- 
ed and if the flames are not con- 
quered the entire oil field will be 
devastated. 

Telephone messages from the 
tract state that so far no lives are 
known to have been lost. 

From here flashes can be seen 
ami noise heard of the exploding 
tanks. 

Beaumont itself is not free from 
danger. Flames mounting hun- 
dreds of feet high, shadowed by 
dense banks of smoke, can be plain- 
ly seen from Beaumont. The 
scene rivals the description of 
Mont Pelee’s eruption. 

\lready preparations have been 
made by many to desert the city 
and seek safety in flight. 

Spindle Top and a large contig- 
nous area is saturated with oil, and 
it is hard to even guess when and 
where or how the fire will end. 

The excitement here is nearly as 
great as during the first boom day 
when the field first startled the 
world. 

The Beaumont fire department 
is now being loaded on cars and 
will go to the field. The agent at 
Gladvs, in a conversation five min- 
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W. E. BRICE’S STATEMENT. 


Mr. W. E. Brice, manager of the 
Brice Companies (Star Petroleum 
Company), arrived in Beaumont 
Monday from St. Paul, coming by 
way of Chicago. Mr. Brice states 
that the estimates of losses to his 
companies have been placed too 
high—eight steam heads, two 
standard rigs, one drilling rig, 
several tanks and pumps and ten 
derricks were lost in the fire. He 
announces that he had seven 
steam heads in reserve, and that 
an air compressor for use in his 
companies’ wells will arrive Tues- 
day, September 16. He expects to 
have his wells equipped and pro- 
ducing in seven days. Mr. Brice 
has the reputation of being a 
hard worker, and his energy will 
no doubt be felt in placing the 
Brice Companies upon a produc- 
ing basis with the least possible 
delay. 











HE WANTED TO KNOW. 


Friday morning while Contrac- 
tor Will J. Sturm was viewing the 
fire at close range an excited indi- 
vidual approached him and without 
so much as a “howdy” asked: 

“Do you tink dis fire will purn 
dose vells down to de roots ?” 

Mr. Sturm, not wishing to cause 
the interrogator any uneasiness, re- 
plied : : 

“They are already burning down 
to the oil sands.” “W hereupon the 


st range r continued : 
“T haf a vell dare vitch I shust 
I don’t like 


bought two dase ago. 
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T } ttt) 
Lab 

I relat 
; s troubles 

Steer To ha re «trot 
, finally turned 

nd t? the entle 
the dialect gazing in the 

f his damaged well 


AN INCIDENT OF THE FIRE. 


hie Irishman was asleep on 
eround within twenty feet of 
Higgins tank No. 2 when it 

fellow 
Spindle 
op avenue, noticed him and crawl- 
ine through the 


neoht fire Ome of his 


vorkmen 


passing down 


barbed wire fence 
went over and shook Mike’s shoul- 
der. The sleeping man roused up 
and imquired what business the 
listurber had in waking him. 
“You're about to be burned te 

said his friend. “This tank ts on 
fire 


Let ‘er burn,” was Mike's reply. 
“} could sleep two days and niv- 
er be touched by the blaze 

Then he sat up and proceeded to 
put on his shoes, taking his time 
about it as the flames roared above 
his head. 

About an hour later his 


friend 
found him again, 


sleeping on a 
board just across the road. Oil 
to see him purned up.” 


EXCURSION CAME TOO LATE. 


A special train on the Southern 
Pacific, consisting of engine and 


eleven passenger coaches, brought 


fifteen hundred excursionists to 


Beaumont from Houston Sunday 


morning, arriving at noon at the 
field. There was little for the visi- 
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No. 1. well. 
just completed 


Marsh, is loca 


gusher before t 





HISTORY OF THE FLORA.TEX. 


AS WELL. 

The Flora-Texas well hieh 
burned for two days anc nichts 
is the property of the F! Tex- 
as Oil Company, a priva': cor- 
poration owned chiefly i: nsa- 
cola. Fla. F. W. Marsh, « k of 
the United States Court Pen- 
sacola, is the head of th  cor- 
poration. No stock was ev ~ sold 
by the company. The c any 
recently drilled a second weil, 
which is located near th irst, 
or No. 1, this being the well 
which was burning. A c¢ ract 


was entered Into by the ters of 
which the Sabine Oil & %) rket- 
ing Company agreed to pur» the 
This concern had 


of a standard pumping rig « the 
well when the fire start« W. 
M. Bartlett, brother-in-law ©‘ Mr. 


Flora-Texas Company. He tes 
that the well was never a © «dy 


the constr ‘tion 


] manager of the 


he fire. 








(Advertisement.) 


Walter 


B. Sharp 


EXPERT 








Oil Fields Prospected 
Oil and Water Wells Drilicd 
on Contract 


EXALL 


BUILDING 


tors to see, except the charred tim- BEAUMON T, T EXAS 


bers and blackened machinery 


wiich had been left by the fire. The 
crowd was keenly disappointed. 
Most of the excursionists spent the 
afternoon in the city of Beaumont. 


PERSONAL NOTES. 


E Loeb of Singapore, China, 
was an interested spectator at the 
hre Friday. 

James W. Swayne arrived Satur- 
day 


spent the day at the field. 


]. Edward Crusel of Beaumont 
and New Orleans was on the field 
from the start of the fire to the fin- 


ish. 
D. O. Lively, 


start to finish. 


morning from Jennings and 


secretary of the 
Buffalo Oil Company, worked with 
the fire fighters continuously from 
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uffey Company on the field 
the fire. He was on the 
arly in the morning and aid- 
Cullinan in many ways. 
otain B. T. Walshe of New 
ns was the guest of W. T. 
and H. S. Reavis at the 
Friday night. Captain Walshe 
| to New Orleans Saturday 


Will J 
er Peter Anderson of the 
| Floor Oil Company were 
» the first to arrive on the 
ifter the alarm was given in 
nf 
wer C. L. Wallis of the 
ns Oil and Fuel Company 
| in his shirt sleeves all day 
assisting his men tn throw- 
levees and moving machin- 
places of safety. 
es R. Sharp, of Sharp Broth- 
nd Howard R. Hughes work- 
1) Supervisor Cullinan, plac- 
ir workmen at his disposal 
sting personally in the hard 
f subduing the spreading 


tractor Sturm and 


) Pullen, manager of the 
(il and Pipe Line Com- 

| Underwood Nazro, secre- 
the same company, arrived 
field at 3 o'clock Friday 
¢. The National property 
r considered to be in dan- 


rick P. Morrell of the Pear- 

e, New 
nen; H. T. Cottam and C. 

Hunt, were visitors from 
ans Saturday. 


ate, cr mposed of 


The Pear- 

cate has several wells in 
cy-Swayne tract, none of 
ffered any damage. 


Sheldon, of Kansas City, 
iday morning at the field. 
idon is interested in several 

Ir. SHeldon formerly re- 
-' Topeka, Kan., and bears 
name of the Rev. Chas. M. 
of that city, whose books 
furore three years ago. 


E. R. Spotts, of the Becky 


>! ‘ul Company spent last 
a in Beaumont, returning te 
H nin the evening. He spent 
tt it the field, viewing the fire 
an aking arrangements to re- 
P e ruined pumping plant of 
nM ky Sharp Compar-. 

an rp M. L. 1* «wood, presi- 
= the Sabine Oil and Market- 


7 ; Ompany, personally directed 
‘© eflorts Of his workmen at the 
re. The Sunator’s company lost 
yusiderable machinery in the fire. 


fire 


It hs d ; . 4 
Just intalled a pumping out- 
! 
' 
‘ 
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ht on the Flora-Texas well. 
caught fire. 


which 


W. T. Campbell, manager of the 
Hogg-Swayne Syndicate and di- 
rector in the Producers Oil Com- 
pany Texas Oil and Transit 
{ ompany, werked ail Friday mota- 


ing in the field assistin 


and 


g Supervi- 
Campbell was 
assured that the danger was past 


Rrisla . 


sor Cullinan. Mr 
night and went to his home 
at Lampasas eafly Saturday morn- 


ine 


Dewey Heywood, manager of 
the Heywood Oil Company, and his 
brother, Scott Heywood, were on 
the scene soon after the fire started. 
Dewey Heywood directed the ef- 
forts of the Heywood field force 
in throwing up levees to prevent 
the burning oil in the big Higgins 
tank reaching the Hevwood 
property. 


trom 


Jan es Roche, representing the 
Fngtish syndicate which has con- 
tracted to buy seven acres of the 
Hogg-Swayne tract, mounted a der- 
rick during the fire for the purpose 
of tearing a burning canvas from 
its fastenings. fearing that the same 
might be blown on to some ot! tank 
in the immediate neighborhood. In 
coming down from the top of the 
derrick Mr. Roche fell and sustaired 


a severe injury to his side. 


FIRE NOTES. 

The Becky Sharp Oil Company 
has ordered a complete new pump- 
ing outfit. One was already ordered 
for the No. which was be- 
ing bored when the fire occurred. 

The fire did not touch the plant 
of the Nickel Plate Oil Company, 
but it came within ten feet of the 
northern derrick on this company’s 
There are three wells 
and a pumping plant and large set- 
tling tank on the Nickel Plate prop- 
erty 


2 well, 


property. 


JENNINGS REFINERY. 


The charter of the Union Refin- 
ing Company has been filed for rec- 
Lake The 

has $50,000 capital. S. 
H. Brown, at one with the 
Standard Oil Company, has been 


ord at Charles, La. 
company 


time 


retained as the company’s chemist. 
Twenty acres have been purchased 
for a site, the location being east 
of Jennings. Brick is now being 
taken to the site and work of con- 
struction will be started without 
delay. The promoters of the en- 
terprise expect to find sale for their 
complete output in Southeast Tex- 
as and Southwest Louisiana. 





TERRIFIC GAS PRESSURE AT JEN- 
NINGS. 


A fine demonstration of the great 
gas pressure which prevails in the 
Jennings field was furnished last 
Friday when Contractor T. J. 
Wood placed the strainer in posi- 
tion in the Crowley Oil and Min- 
eral Well No. 1. The gas tore the 
strainer to pieces, bent it and threw 
portions of it 500 feet in the air. 
For a few minutes it continued to 
blow, shooting out rocks and sand, 
then chocked up and stopped. There 
was plenty of oil in the discharge, 
and no doubt the well would have 
been brought in an excellent pro- 
ducer, but for the accident to the 
strainer. 

In the Heywood and Southern 
wells at Jennings, the strainers are 
made of steel pipe, perforated and 
wound about with wire, the 
purpose of this sieve-like  ar- 
being to keep the 
fine sand from entering the 
well and choking it. In the 
Crowley well. a patent brass strain- 
er, more malleable than the steel 
pipe, was employed. It could not 
withstand the tremendous gas pres- 
sure. In an instant after it had 
been placed in position it was being 
twisted and torn to pieces. 

Contractor Wood states that he 
can save the well by drilling out 
that portion of the brass strainer 
which has clogged up the hole. The 
well will be a four inch, however, 
instead of a six inch. The strain- 
set at 1715 feet. Other 
wells in the vicinity are 1800 feet 
deep. 

James W. Swayne, of the Hogg- 
Swayne Syndicate, which is heavi- 
ly interested in the Crowley com- 
pany witnessed the coming in of 
the Crowley well. He states that 
the damage can be repaired with- 
out difficulty and that a four inch 
well will be as satisfactory in every 
respect as a six inch. 


rangement 


er was 


Judge R. E. Brooks, of the 
Hogy-Swayne Syndicate, and E. J. 
Marshall, vice-president of the Citi- 
zens’ National Bank, sailed from 
Liverpool for New York on Sep- 
tember 13, after spending six weeks 
in London and on the continent. 
They went to London in the inter- 
est of the Hogg-Swayne Syndicate 
on business connected with the pur- 
chase of seven acres by an English 
syndicate. Mr. Marshall was ac- 
companied by his wife. 
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(auffey Company on the field 
during the fire. He was on the 
scene early in the morning and aid- 
ed Mr. Cullinan in many ways. 

Captain B. T. Walshe of New 
(\rleans was the guest of W. T. 
Campbell and. H. S. Reavis at the 
field Friday night Captain Walshe 
returned to New Orleans Saturday 
THOT TVA E.. 

Contractor Will J. Sturm and 
Manager Peter Anderson of the 
Ground Floor Oil Company were 
umong the first to arrive on the 
scene after the alarm was given in 
Beaumont. 

Manager C. L. Wallis of the 
Higgins Oil and Fuel Company 
worked in his shirt sleeves all day 
Friday, assisting his men in throw- 
ing up levees and moving machin- 
ery to places of safety. 

James R. Sharp, of Sharp Broth- 
ers, and Howard R. Hughes work- 
ed with Supervisor Cullinan, plac- 
ing their workmen at his disposal 
and assisting personally-in the hard 
task of subduing the spreading 
flames. 

C. D. Pullen, manager of the 
National Oil and Pipe Line Com- 
pany, and Underwood Nazro, secre- 
tary of the same company, arrived 
at the field at 3 o'clock Friday 
norning. The National property 
vas never considered to be in dan- 


ver 


Frederick P. Morrell of the Pear- 
son Syndicate, composed of New 
‘orleans men; H. T. Cottam and C. 
Dm V. Hunt, were visitors from 
New Orleans Saturday. The Pear- 
son syndicate has several wells in 
the Hogg-Swayne tract, none of 
which suffered any damage. 


(. M. Sheldon, of Kansas City, 
spent Friday morning at the field. 
Mr. Sheldon is interested in several 
wells. Mr. Sheldon formerly re- 
sided at Topeka, Kan., and bears 
the same name of the Rev. Chas. M. 
Sheldon of that city, whose books 
created a furore three years ago. 


Judge E. R. Spotts, of the Becky 
Sharp Oil Company spent last 
Friday in Beaumont, returning to 
Houston in the evening. He spent 
the day at the field, viewing the fire 
and making arrangements to re- 
place the ruined pumping plant of 
the Becky Sharp Compar,~. 


Senator M. L. ' - «wood, presi- 
dent of the Sabine Oil and Market- 
ing Company, personally directed 
the efforts of his workmen at the 
fire. The Senator’s company lost 
considerable machinery in the fire. 
It had just installed a pumping out- 


ae 
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ht on the Flora-Texas well, which 
caught fir 

W. T. Campbell, manager of the 
Hogg-Swayne Syndicate and di- 
rector in the Producers Oi] Com- 
pany and Texas Oil and Transit 
{ anmpany, werked all l‘riday niora- 
ing in the field assisting Supervi- 
sor Cullinan. Mr. Campbell was 


assured that the danger was past 
Friday night and went to his home 
at Lampasas early Saturday morn- 
ing. 

Dewey Heywood, manager of 
the Heywood Oil Company, and his 
brother, Scott Heywood, were on 
the scene soon after the fire started. 
Dewey Heywood directed the ef- 
forts of the Heywood field force 
in throwing up levees to prevent 
the burning oil in the big Higgins 
tank from reaching the Heywood 
property. 

James Roche. representing the 
English syndicate which has con- 
tracted to buy seven acres of the 
Hogg-Swayne tract, mounted a der- 
rick during the fire for the purpose 
of tearing a burning canvas from 
its fastenings. fearing that the same 


~ 


might be blown on to some oil tank 
in the immediate netghborhood. In 


coming down from the top of the 
derrick Mr. Roche fell and sustained 
a severe injury to his side. 


FIRE NOTES. 

The Becky Sharp Oil Company 
has ordered a complete new pump- 
ing outfit. One was already ordered 
for the Ne. 2 well, which was be- 
ing bored when the fire occurred. 

The fire did not touch the plant 
of the Nickel Plate Oil Company, 
but it came within ten feet of the 
northern derrick on this company’s 
property. There are three wells 
and a pumping plant and large set- 
tling tank on the Nickel Plate prop- 
erty 


JENNINGS REFINERY. 


The charter of the Union Refin- 
ing Company has been filed for rec- 
ord at Lake Charles, La. The 
company has $50,000 capital. S. 
H. Brown, at one time with the 
Standard Oil Company, has been 
retained as the company’s chemist. 
Twenty acres have been purchased 
for a site, the location being east 
of Jennings. Brick is now being 
taken to the site and work of con- 
struction will be started without 
delav. The promoters of the en- 
terprise expect to find sale for their 


complete output in Southeast Tex- 


as and Southwest Louisiana. 
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TERRIFIC GAS PRESSURE AT JEN- 
NINGS. 


A fine demonstration of the great 
gas pressure which prevails in the 
Jennings field was furnished last 
Contractor T. Jf. 
Wood placed the strainer in posi- 
tion in the Crowley Oil and Min- 
eral Well No. 1. The gas tore the 
strainer to pieces, bent it _and threw 
portions of it soo feet in the air. 
For a few minutes it continued to 
blow, shooting out rocks and sand, 
then chocked up and stopped. There 
was plenty of oil in the discharge, 
and no doubt the well would have 
been brought in an excellent pro- 
ducer, but for the accident to the 
strainer. 

In the Heywood and Southern 
wells at Jennings, the strainers are 
made of steel pipe, perforated and 
wound about with wire, the 
of this. sieve-like ar- 
rangement being to keep the 
fine sand from entering the 
well and choking it. In_ the 
Crowley well, a patent brass strain- 
er. more malleable than the steel 
pipe, was employed. It could not 
withstand the tremendous gas pres- 
sure. In an instant after it had 
been placed in position it was being 
twisted and torn to pieces. 

Contractor Wood states that he 
can save the well by drilling out 
that portion of the brass strainer 
which has clogged up the hole. The 
well will be a four inch, however, 
instead of a six inch. The strain- 
er was set at 1715 feet. Other 
wells in the vicinity are 1800 feet 
deep. 

James W. Swayne, of the Hogg- 
Swayne Syndicate, which is heavi- 
ly interested in the Crowley com- 
pany witnessed the coming in of 
the Crowley well. He states that 
the damage can be repaired with- 
out difficulty and that a four inch 
well will be as satisfactory in every 
respect as a six inch. 


Friday when 


purpose 





Judge R. E. Brooks, -of the 
Hogg-Swayne Syndicate, and E. J. 
Marshall, vice-president of the Citi- 
zens’ National Bank, sailed from 
Liverpool for New York on Sep- 
tember 13, after spending six weeks 
in London and on the continent. 
They went to London in the inter- 
est of the Hogg-Swayne Syndicate 
on business connected with the pur- 
chase of seven acres by an English 
syndicate. Mr. Marshall was ac- 
companied by his wife. 
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hospital at Beaumont four \ gas blow out at the Heywood 
s as a result of inhaling the Bros. Onl corporation well at Anse 
S | getting t his eves Hutte occurred several days ago. 
! if those emploved on the hill Preces of wood were blown ep 
. r dust proot goggles which fr 1 depth of 1.000 feet. The 
protect their eves trom the gas | is going down smoothly and 
Eventually it seems likely that they 1 lificulty has been encountered 
} | . +} lie te 
mgs | ming aL pean Phe loresis, drilling Anse la 
i gas fr ha led to drill their 
enteaT shine ope aes per. and are no coing 
, n SI tof ’ vn past the first ol stratum with 
+}; c ‘ R S : mete tal 
a. S spatches, arts It is feared that the Welsh well 
=". merce oe ll have to be abandoned. The 
has ' < I ers find it mposstble to get a 
hout t | Hors be return of the water used in drilling 
¢ y per precautions Wi he was hlow outs evidently tore 
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| Spindle Toy oumps runs off into this 
1 EM LEMARA FIELES GUSHER AT ANSE LA BUTTE. 
eer Heywood Bros. Oi! Corporation Well 
ber : Spouting Mud and Gas. 
t : property feast Just as the Oi! Investors’ Journal 


Dr FF. R inetin at Anse la was going to press, Dewey Heywood 
received a telegram from Ben Harper. 
the superintendent who has charge of 
the drilling for the Heywood Broth- 
ers Oil Corporation at Anse-La-Butte, 
stating that he had struck a terrific 


mud and gas gusher at that place. The 
Heywoods left at once for the scene 
and important developments are ex- 
pected at Anse-la-Butte. This well is 
down about 1100 feet and it is thought 
that the big-gas pocket overlaying the 
n oil stratum has been penetrated. 
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Today the same Stock has a Market Value ot $3 to $4 a Share. 


ny eS Renc ’ Oil Corpora Jer es. La.. was organized to de 
b | + siana and to extend development of the Jennings field, 
_ J S = were the first to subscribe for 
2 shares s sti S 
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, = a . * 


Twenty-five Thousand Shares—and no More— 
are now Offered at this figure. 





r derived from sale of this stock is expended for development of the 
Jennings, Anse la Butte and.Bayou Bouillon (La.) fields, under the direct super 
‘jsion and management of Heywood Brothers, the most successful independent oil 
. sin new Sout , ields 


Write for Detailed Information concerning Heywood Bros.’ Oil Corporation, and send all remit- 
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Holland S. Reavis, 
General Agent, 
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‘ Heywood Bros.’ Oil Corporation, ' 
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nings gusher fire and how it was extinguished. 
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court holds that the railroad has no 
right to hold the private cars against 
the wishes of the owners. ludge 
Martin also set Saturday before the 
first Monday in October when he 
will hear the motion to make the in- 
junction 
yreat 


permanent Phere is a 
deal in this matter that will 
come out in the final hearing. The 


substance of the trouble is contained 


in the controversy as to whether 
the railroad company has a right 
to seize private cars to use them 
without the consent of the owner. 


Irrclyre 


Martin has readily granted 
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panv is more interested im securing 
an adequate supply of oil for its own 
use as fuel, and to fill the numerous 
storage tanks which it is building 


Atlantic division, 
] 


the various oO 


at points on the 
than it is in 
companies supplied with the cars 
which they need for daily ship 
ments. It is a fact, that the 
Southern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany intends to get all the ot! it_can 
move out of the Beaumont field, 
and to get it as fast as it can be 
The requirements of the 


i a | ny 


tim). 


moved. 
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oil companies are a secondary con- 
sideration. So long as the rail- 
road company is not interfered with 
it will continue to carry out the 
policy it has been following. There 
seems to be an assured prospect, 
however, that the interference which 
is needed to secure fair treatment 
for the oil companies will come 
trom the Texas Railroad Commis- 
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SHALLOW WELL AT SOUR LAKE. 


The 375 foot well of the Sour 
Lake Onl Company at Sour Lake 
has been brought in a good produc- 
er [his ts believed to be the shal- 
lowest gusher in the Southern field. 
it is estimated by persons who have 
seen it flow that the well will make 
“om 5,000 to 10,000 barrels in 24 
s. John B. Goodhue, one of 
the organizers of the Sour Lake 
Company, stated to a representative 

; the OL Investors’ Journal that 

new well is a regulation gush- 

wc. and that it shows a remarkably 

pressure. Tanks will 

he built at once for settling and 
storing the oil from this well. 
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Reliable information cheerfully 
regard to Texas Oil Stocks. 


given in 


We are on the ground and know the situation. 
Some stocks are good: others are worthless. 
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porations operating at Beaumont. 

The resolutions presented by Mr. 
Minor were adopted and spread up- 
on the records of the court. They 
dwell in highest terms upon the 
character and ability of the deceas- 
ed lawyer. Mr. Rose was married 
His widow now resides in Galves- 
ton. 


CONSTRUCTION NOTES. 


Manager Van Vleck of the Texas 
& New Orleans railroad (South- 
ern Pacific) has ordered the ma- 
chinery for the Southern Pacific 
shops which a-e to be located 
Jennings, La. 

it has been announced that sur- 
veying is now under way for the 


at 





Trost’s Photographs of the Fire. 





Panoramic views of the fire, three feet in lengt 
showing the entire oil field and the fire at its height, > 
each. Photographs of the burning-well and the burnin 
Higgins tank-—separate views—$2 each, finished in th 
most artistic style and mounted on beavy board. 

These views are masterpieces of the photographer’ 
art and give a better idea of the fire than can be obtained 
from any written description. 

Get your order in early and avoid the rush. 
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ADVERT!/SEMEN ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


c. W. BROOKS CG. W. HURD 








REAL ESTATE STOCKS OIL WELLS 
City and Country OIL Tank Lands 
Leases Loans Cars 


C. W. Brooks & Co. 


BROKERS 


Room 9, Starke Building Beaumont, Texas 





We buy and sell Oil. 

We ship Fuel Oil promptly. 

We lease and operate cars. 

We keep our clients thoroughly ad- 
vised as to the absolute financial condition 
of the various oil companies doing busi- 
ness in the Beaumont, Jennings and Sour 
Lake fields, and also the status of those 
fields. Our information bureau is as nearly 
perfect as it is possible to make one. To 
clients doing business with us no charge is 
made for this service, but to parties whose 
accounts we have not the honor to handle 
we charge $5 for each exhaustive report. 
WE REFER TO ANY BANK IN BEAU/SIONT. 
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hailed out with what is known in 
s it is the United States as the  bailer; 
s point but at Baku this instrument ts. of 
course, much larger than is com- 
inter- monly used in the United States, 
is gener- as its diameter is as large as will 
owners of run easily inside the pipe in the 
roduced more well, while its length is generally 
rrels in a little between thirty and forty feet. Of 
ilavs lost money course, the deeper the Well the 
explanation, this longer, and, consequently, the few- 
The fact is that er the runs of the bailer. Then, 
government terri- cleaning out, deepening, and_ re- 

fixed royalty of 5 pairing wells is a big expens: 
2.5 cents) -per pood The wells are generally long lived. 
unds), and the owners but require as much more expense 
realized very little above to keep them in order than Ameri- 
ire for their production. can wells, as they cost more origin- 
rmore, they were compelled ally. They cannot be pumped as 
heavy damages to neighbor- steadily, and. consequently. 
perty owners and to own- are fi wer pumping « 

f property in the village, more vear.” 
a mile away, as part of the The consul savs that while the 
time the well was flowing there was experiment of raising oil by means 
high wind blowing, which car- of compressed air is still an ex 
ried the oil over the village, and. periment, some of the foreign com- 
it is said, the owners of the well panies are equipping their wells in 
must pay for repairing about all part with which 
the houses in the village. One- he understands, are manufactured 
fourth to one-half a kopeck per in the United States. 

pood does not go far toward dam- 
ages of this sort. I must add that 
this was not the first time the vil- 
lage mentioned was damaged by a 

flowing well, as some years ago 
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JENNINGS NOTES 


he contract for construction of 
the Northern Pipe line and |oading 
racks at Jennings has been ‘et t 
S. H. Keoughan and Char No- 
ble. The steel for the larg: rage 
tanks of the same compan) > ar- 
rived at Jennings. 

The Southern Pacific is | ing 
a regular user of Jennings 

The switch engine emp! 1 in 


the yards depends upon | len- 
nings product entirely for 


For several weeks after in- 
stallation of loading racks len- 
nings the vard engine « ued 
to burn coal. It has recent een 
equipped with an ot burn: 

\ contract has been let ' ean 
out the old Jennings No ell. 
The contractor agrees to ft the 
job satisfactorily or get m pay 
This was the well drilled the 
Heywoods and which prov _ the 


field. Not less than $35.0 has 


been spent upen it, count the 
original cost of boring it ra 
while it produced interm tly, 
but accidents which occurre’ hile 
it was being drilled made 1t Ss 


sible to finish it perfectly. 





The Journal’ 
FINANCIAL INQU RY 
DEPARTMENT 


Until further notice the JOURNAL ~ fer 
nish, free to subscribers, accurate rer os 
the companies operating in the south» ‘ert 
oil fields. For the present these repor' wil 
not be published in the JOURNAL. t ths 
probable that at some future time this (1K? 
will be adopted > 


Reports on companies will be furnis! cd t 
non-subscribers at the rate of $1 for cact 
report. 


The JOURNAL possesses unsurpassed ‘act! 
ities for obtaining information of the «har 
acter that is desired by persons at a dis( ence 
from the field and in every instance the ful- 
lest possibic report will be given. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


well was atruck to the Bili.Fibet Kansas City Southern 


field which acted in the same man- 
ner, the wind carrying a spray of 
oil to the outskirts of Baku, about 
two and a half miles, and delug- 
ing the village which lies between 
Bibi-Eibat and Baku The news 
papers stated at the time that the 
owner of the well had 


l to pav dam 
ages atrounting to Sso.000. as he -~ 
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: Straight as the Crow Flies. 
Kansas City to Beaumont and P 
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Success 


Texas and N. O 02 
Texas Western 1 50 
Victor 2 


Oil~f o. b. Gladys 2c No. 2. in 
tanks, 20¢ 

Sales: Higgins. 5 at 
Sharp, 2000 at 2 


$61.50; 
7g; Dividend 
ic; Driliers’ 9) at 4% 
+0) at 27¢ Z 


Becky 
10,000 at 
Manhattan. 


HOUSTON OIL EXCHANGE. 


Stock quotations September 12 
LISTED STOCKS 


Company Bid. {| Asked. 
A O and Ref. (new) $0 61 $0 03 
Alabama O and P 75 
Anglo-American 02 02% 
Becky Sharp 03 O3%% 
Be atty tnew} si (Ha ol 
beaumont Confed aye OT% 
Borealis 25 
Buffalo ? a4 ; 5 
Continen. Nationa |! 4 10 
Columbia 5 00 17 50 
Cattlemen's 75 
Dividend (MIT; 1 
Drillers (4 
Export, and P 19tg P2 te 
Empire State 02 
Enterprise 10 
Equitable 0 and f. 2 o4 
Forward Reduction >) *-, 
Federal Crude A214 Os 
Fort Wort! ‘ 07 
Grace 03 
fjoher As 
Ground Floor 75 
Guffey Pet. and Gas 70 00 
Gladys of Reaunmont NT 
Gladys of Galveston oo 
(jeveer of Galveston 15 rat 
fserman-American ths 
Higgins 55 95 &1 On 
Hew wor ; “ 
Houston-Heaumont 17 245, 
Houston © of T 7 4) 
Internationa ] " 
King ©) of } ba 2 
Lucky Din NH ty 
louisiana Conse Hl 
M..K. & T WSS, 19 
Mado inns 2 
Manhattan 25 28 
Maid of Orleans 2 
Mech. & Mechanics A1lg 
National O and P 12% 14 
National Capitol F O 03 
Paragon a1 Hilly 
Penn-Texas Oi! Os 20 
Palestine-Beaumont 3f es 
Palestine O and D N21 
San Jacin’' O R & T N5le 
Sour Lake Oil 9 00 12 50 
Spangler 00%, 00%, 
Spindle Top new 29 00 
Scaboard OTN, 
Saratoga © and P 25 
San Jacinto Oj! at 11 
Texas Oil and Pipe 16 25 
Texas Big Four 007% 
Texas Geyser a0 
Texas and Illinois N1% 
Tex-Louisi’ O & RCo MIE 
U. S. Fuel Oil 05% 
Victor new OL 01% 
Sour Lake Springs 165 00 
Spindle Top Power 75 1 25 


Sales Becky Sharp, 12.000 at 3c 
Hiezios. 5 at $58.50: Independence, 
10) at I%c; National Oil and Pipe, 
2500 at 15%, 400 at lic, 200 at 12% 
and 600 at 6c: orward Reductiof, 


159 at 25e¢ 


SI 


ADVERTISEMENT 





To Shareholders 
of the 


Export Oil 6 Pipe 
Line Company 





I take pleasure in 
announcing that the 
fire on Spindletop did 
not touch the proper- 
ty or wells of the Ex 
port Oil & Pipe Line 
Company, and that 
the Company has suf 
fered no damage or 
joss of any descrip- 
tion. Deliveries of oil 
are being made with- 
out interruption. 


S. M. SCOTT, 


Vice-president. 











HReaun t. Sept 1h 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Figure With Us 


ON 


PRIDE OF TEXAS 
OIL STORAGE TANKS 
AND WAGON TANKS 


THEY 


HAVE NO SUPERIOR 


We manufacture any capacity 
10 to 500 barrels and work 
No. l4and 16 gauge gal- 
vanized iron. 


We are centrally located and 
can make quick shipments. 
Write today for prices. 


T. L. Hollingsworth 


TEMPLE, TEXAS 
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SEPTEMBER 15. "yy 


sement. } 


BEAUMONT 


COMPARATIVE 
"STATEMENT 


CAPITAL, $100,000.00 eT ae 


SURPLUS AND PROFITS, 
$25,000.00 
Open for Business 
May 3ist, 19%! 


R. OLIVER, 


PESIDENT 


os 


E. J. MARSHALL, DEPOSITS 


VICE-PRESIDENT 


July 14, 1901 : 


Ww. T CAS eet. 


20 ce RESIDENT 
September 30, 1901, 4 


W. L. MURPHY, 
CASHIER 


December 10, 1901 
A aa CHILDRESS, 

















Pia: Sieneoerees July 16 1902, 
SAFE, LIBERAL - PROGRESS'VE 
DEWEY HEYWOOD ALBA HEYWooD ADVERTISEMENT 
W. SCOTT HEYWOOD 0. W. HEYWOOD 


Heywood Brothers = Zou R. Traise & Vo. 


Bank Floor Unity Building 


0 | L 0 P E R AT 0 R 5, BEAUMONT, CHICAGO, ILL. 
ilies DEVELOPERS iesae ae : 2 
LOUISIANA and PRODUC E RS 52 Broadway, NEW YORK. * ) 


We Drill Test Wells in New Territory. High-Grade Investmeiits 
We Located and Drilled the First Well -_ : = 
in the Jennings Field. oe ae 
lt 
asilemaailias aie! omciarons uevwoooonrce. YOU've Heard It 


The merry song of the engine b'! 


Higgins Oil & Fuel Co. #8” 
PRODUCERS AND SHIPPERS OF “The Denver Road’’ 
Crude and Desulphurized Petroleum ror; worse ct newer 


Comfortable Coaches and 











ae Luxurious Puliman Sleepers 
la Bake ae Dining Cars 
Ample Facilities for Shipment by Rail and Water PPIs. onegaag 


“THE DENVER ROAD” 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 


cr 


We also Pipe and Load Oil for other Companies in and around Beaumont “conte postage Wf yes ene ear amenae Sobed. 





